Tichenor Middle School 

Course Syllabus ~ Band

	Instructor: Randy J. Webb
	Room: H.S. Bandroom
	Course: 6th, 7th/ 8th Grade Band

	Email: Randy.Webb@Erlanger.kyschools.us
	Phone: 
859-727-5910  M-F
	Office Hours:
 7:40 – 8:00 a.m. M-F
12:20 – 1:10p.m. M-F



Course Description:

The sixth, seventh and eighth grade band classes will provide students with knowledge of their instruments, other instruments, elements of music, proper fundamentals of breathing and posture, age-appropriate band literature, and rehearsal techniques. Special emphasis will be placed on developing musicianship and ensemble responsibility through performance in a variety of settings.
Goals:

Students will demonstrate the fundamentals of performing on their instrument, self motivation, self-discipline, and self/group awareness.

Instructional Objectives:

I. Approach to and care of the instrument

A. Students will identify the main parts of their instruments.

B. Students will demonstrate proper assembly and disassembly of instruments.

C. Students will explain proper care and maintenance of their instruments.

D. Students will demonstrate correct posture and playing position.

II. Elements of Music

A. Students will identify the elements of music.

III. Rhythm

A. Students will demonstrate knowledge of meter/time signatures.

B. Students will demonstrate an understanding of counting rhythm patterns.

C. Students will perform various rhythmic patterns on their instruments.

IV. Tone Production

A. Wind instruments will demonstrate correct embouchure and hand position.

B. Percussionists will demonstrate correct playing technique.

C. Both groups will demonstrate a characteristic tone quality on instrument.

V. Technique

A. Students will demonstrate the correct basic/chromatic fingerings for instrument.

B. Students will demonstrate knowledge of a minimum of 3-4 major scales and one form of the related minor scales. (Dependent on grade level)

C. Students will demonstrate a chromatic scale with appropriate fingerings.

VI. Flexibility

A. Brass students will demonstrate correct method of lip slurs.

VII. Articulation

A. Students will demonstrate proper basic articulations: slur, accents, staccato, legato and tenuto.

VIII. Percussion

A. Percussionists will demonstrate knowledge of melodic instruments.

B. Percussionists will demonstrate basic snare drum rudiments.

C. Percussionists will perform same scales as wind instruments on appropriate keyboard instrument.

D. Percussionists will identify and demonstrate proper technique of various percussion instruments (e.g., tympani, triangle, cymbals, and congas)

IX. Musicality

A. Students will perform appropriate literature.

X. Balance and Blend

A. Students will demonstrate ability to control the quality and volume of their tone, in combination with other students.

XI. Response to Conductor

A. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the role of the teacher/conductor in guiding and directing the ensemble.

B. Students will demonstrate knowledge of various basic meters and the conductors’ role in the ensemble.

XII. Affective Domain

A. Students will demonstrate their appreciation of the value of their participation in band.

Units, Topics, Themes:

Continuation of fundamentals of performance, age appropriate band literature, composers, music history as it related to literature, music theory, and the elements of music.

DAILY PROCEDURES
Entering a Classroom
· Enter the band room in a quiet, courteous, and orderly manner. Students are to treat fellow students and staff members with respect.
· Remember the “10-10 Rule at Lloyd”.  No one to leave classroom first or last 10 minutes of class!
· Most assignments, parent forms, etc. should be submitted in the "Collection Box." This is clearly marked in the band room.
· Accessories (reeds, valve oil, etc.) MUST be purchased before or after class.
· All school books, backpacks, instrument cases, and equipment not needed for the rehearsal should be left to the side of the room until the class is over. The floor must be clear at ALL TIMES!!!
· Quickly get your instrument and music and take your seat. If you are not in your seat within three minutes of entering the room, then you will be counted as tardy.
· Instruments are stored in CLOSED, LATCHED cases in designated areas, no music left on stands, no trash on the floor at the end of each rehearsal.
· Each student is issued a music folder that is required for each class. You are to take it home for home practice each day; it easily fits inside a backpack.
· I will walk you to and from class back to Tichenor
Rehearsal Etiquette
· Students will check the board, upon entering the room, for the agenda of the day.
· No book bags or instrument cases can be left on the floor at any time.
· On a daily basis, all students must have a pencil, instrument and method book/music. Instrument cases MUST have an ID tag with your name on it.
· The rehearsal begins when the conductor steps on the podium. Proper warm-ups please!
·  Students WILL NOT play other students’ instruments. This includes percussion and school-owned instruments. No horseplay in the band room AT ANY TIME.
· Good posture is of great importance at all times.
· NO GUM, CANDY, FOOD OR DRINKS IN THE BAND ROOM!!! Take pride in our rehearsal area … it is a GREAT facility.
· If your instrument is in the shop, please bring a note from home. Bring your mouthpiece and music for there is always the possibility that we might be able to provide a temporary instrument.
· No one is allowed up or on the steps at any time ‘unless’ by permission from the director.
GRADING PER NINE WEEKS
The grading and homework policies at Tichenor Middle School are designed to provide accurate assignment of grades with the intent to demonstrate a clear relationship between student performance and student learning. Grades in Band will be based upon the following:
           *Daily Participation/Contribution to Ensemble:            300 pts. per nine weeks
           *Playing test (At least one per nine weeks):                    100 pts. per test

           *Written tests (At least one per nine weeks):                  100 pts. per test

           *Concert performances (One per nine weeks):               100pts. per concert

                           Total per nine weeks:              700 pts
CONCERTS ARE A REQUIRED PART OF THIS CLASS. Concerts provide a way to let us know whether or not you have mastered the concepts. If you miss a concert you will be required to perform your part of the concert in front of a panel (an administrator or two and me). TMS has adopted a ‘No Failing, No Excuses’ policy. Playing your part of the concert in front of the panel is the only way to have the “I” removed from your grade card. A performance schedule will be given out sometime before October 1st.
Grading Scale:
A 90-100

B 80-89

C 70-79

 I (you must make up all work … failing is not an option)
Texts and Materials
6th Grade Band
· Tradition of Excellence, Book One (Red Book)

· Additional supplemental materials (TBA)
· Selected sheet music for band, chorales, chamber groups, and solos
· Materials required for instrument and appropriate care (see instrument materials sheet attached)
7th Grade Band

· Standard of Excellence, Book One/Two (Red/Blue Books)

· Additional supplemental materials (TBA)
· Selected sheet music for band, chorales, chamber groups, and solos.
· Materials required for instrument and appropriate care (see instrument materials sheet attached)
8th Grade Band

· Standard of Excellence Book Two/Three (Blue/Green Books)

· Additional supplemental materials (TBA)
· Selected sheet music for band, chorales, chamber groups, and solos.
· Materials required for instrument and appropriate care (see instrument materials sheet attached
EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS
1. Treat each teacher and student in the room with respect.

2. Keep your eyes on the Voice!

3. Be a responsible member of the Tichenor Middle School Band.

4. Come to class prepared (instrument, music, pencil, and attitude).
5. Take care of equipment and help maintain a neat band room.

6. Be 100% reliable.

7. Attend all rehearsals, performances, and activities.
8. Make yourself become a better musician and student every time you are in the room!

9.  No cell phones or other electronic devices are permitted at any time!
CONSEQUENCES

Success in the band room requires spectacular behavior. Misbehavior of any kind – physical, verbal or a lack of respect – will not be tolerated.

1st Offense: Warning.

2nd Offense: Band Detention 

3rd Offense:  Band Detention + Office referral. 

4th Offense:  Band Detention + Office referral + Call home
CONCERT ATTIRE

· Tichenor Dress code applies or:
· Black pants/skirts. Ladies may also choose skirts of an appropriate length (remember you will be sitting).

· Solid black shoes and black socks. (We have extra black shoes to borrow for concerts)
Failure to abide by the dress code CAN affect your concert grade, which is a MAJOR part of your grade, so dress appropriately!!
We have read and understand the TMS Band policies. As a student, I will do my best each day in class to become a better musician and learn more about playing my instrument. As a parent/guardian, I will do my best to support my child’s endeavors to become a better musician, student, and person as a member of the TMS Band.

Student Signature: ____________________________Date: _______________________


Parent Signature: _____________________________Date: _______________________
